
 
Complete Comprehension 

 
Progression document 

 
Year A 

Year group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Progress 
check 1 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Progress 
Check 2 

Summer 1 Summer 2 Progress 
check 3 

½ (Year 2 
planning) 

Lions, Lions 
Lions 
(retrieval) 
 
There’s a lion 
in my 
cornflakes 
(inference) 
 
The great fire 
of London 
(retrieval) 
 
 

Guy Fawkes 
(retrieval) 
 
Eight candles 
burning 
(word 
meaning) 
 
Christmas 
Eve 
(retrieval) 
 
 
 

Ruby’s worry 
(mixed skills) 
 

Perfectly 
Norman 
(inference) 
 
Sir Charlie 
stinky socks: 
the really big 
adventure 
(sequencing) 
 
The night 
dragon 
(inference) 

How to build 
a gingerbread 
house 
(retrieval) 
 
Hansel and 
Gretel 
(retrieval) 
 
Hansel and 
Gretel 
(inference) 

The life of 
Roald Dahl: 
A marvellous 
adventure 
(mixed skills) 

George’s 
Marvellous 
medicine 
(retrieval) 
 
Horrid Henry 
and the 
football fiend 
(prediction) 
 
The hundred-
mile-an-hour 
dog (word 
meaning) 

The darkest 
dark (word 
meaning) 
 
Dogs in 
space 
(retrieval) 
 
A bottle of 
happiness 
(inference) 

Ossiri and 
the Bala 
Mengro 
(mixed skills) 

¾ (Year 4 
planning) 

Roman Britain 
(summarising) 
 
The time-
travelling cat 
and the 
Roman Eagle 
(retrieval) 
 
Volcanoes in 
Action 
(retrieval) 
 
Tsunamis on 
the move 
(word 
meaning) 

Russian doll 
(word 
meaning) 
 
The little 
daughter of 
the snow 
(inference) 
 
The history 
behind 
Christmas 
traditions 
(retrieval) 

A Christmas 
Tree (mixed 
skills) 

The Moomins 
and the Great 
flood 
(relationship) 
 
For Forest 
(inference) 
 
The 
Borrowers( 
retrieval) 
 
Max and the 
Millions 
(prediction) 

My secret war 
diary by 
Flossie 
Albright 
(inference) 
 
The Amazing 
story of 
Adolphus 
Tips 
(inference) 
 
The secret 
world of Polly 
Flint 
(inference) 

Heatwave 
Raises Lost 
‘Atlantis’ 
village from 
its watery 
grave (mixed 
skills) 

Threat to 
African 
elephants 
(retrieval) 
 
The great 
elephant 
chase 
(inference) 
 
Black beauty 
(retrieval) 
 
Charlotte’s 
web (word 
meaning) 

A series of 
unfortunate 
events: the 
bad 
beginning 
(word choice) 
 
Little women 
(word 
meaning) 
 
Everything 
castles 
(comparison) 

Sir Gawain 
and the 
Green Knight 
(mixed skills) 



5/6 
(Year 6 
planning) 

Who let the 
Gods 
out?(inference) 
 
To Asgard! 
(retrieval) 
 
Hidden figures 
(summarising) 
 
The British 
(serves 60 
million) 
(relationship) 

War Horse 
(inference) 
 
For the fallen 
(word 
meaning) 
 
Sky song 
(prediction) 
 

The snow 
Queen 
(mixed skills) 

Tin 
(Inference) 
 
The 
Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz 
(retrieval) 
 
Welcome to 
Nowhere 
(inference) 
 
Malala 
Yousafzai: 
‘Nobel 
Aaward is for 
All the 
Voiceless 
Children’ 
(retrieval) 

The crooked 
Sixpence 
(inference) 
 
Cogheart 
(word 
meaning) 
 
Alice’s 
Adventures in 
Wonderland 
(comparison) 
 
 

The hunting 
of the snark 
(mixed skills) 

What’s so 
special about 
Shakespeare? 
(summarising) 
 
Macbeth 
(retrieval) 
 
Deforestation 
for palm oil 
(word 
meaning) 
 
The explorer 
(word choice) 

Pig-Heart boy 
(inference) 
 
Mariusthe 
Giraffe Killed 
at 
Copenhagen 
Zoo (retrieval) 
 
Evolution 
revolution 
(word 
meaning) 

Charles 
Darwin: 
History’s 
most famous 
biologist 
(missed 
skills) 

 
 
Year B 

Year 
group 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Progress 
Check 1 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Progress 
Check 2 

Summer 1 Summer 2 Progress 
check 3 

½ (Year 1 
planning) 

Starting school 
(inference) 

 
Our senses (retrieval) 

 
Mary had a little lamb 
(retrieval) 
 
 

Jack and Jill 
(word meaning) 
 
Snow bear 
(inference) 
 
Can’t you sleep 
little bear? (word 
meaning) 
 
 

N/A Little Red 
(inference) 
 
Wolves 
(retrieval) 
 
The three 
little pigs 
(sequencing) 
 
 

The three 
little pigs 
(revolting 
rhymes) 
 
Looking after 
rabbits (word 
meaning) 
 
The pet 
(prediction) 
 
 

N/A Chocolate 
cake 
(inference) 
 
Chocolate 
cake recipe 
(sequencing) 
Plant facts 
(word 
meaning) 
 
 

Jack and 
the 
beanstalk 
(retrieval) 
 
My two 
Grannies 
(inference) 
 
Grandad 
Mandela 
(word 
meaning) 
 
 

NB All 
children to 
complete 
x3 
progress 
checks at 
the end of 
the year 
when they 
are familiar 
with the 
full 
teaching 
sequence. 
  



 Bee Frog 
(Mixed 
skills) 
 
You can’t 
take an 
elephant on 
the bus 
(mixed 
skills) 
 
Seaside 
towns 
(mixed 
skills) 

¾ (Year 3 
planning) 

The pebble in my 
pocket (summarising) 
 
Stone Circles (retrieval) 
 
My brother is a 
superhero 
(relationship) 
 
The Magic Finger 
(inference) 

Sugar: the facts 
(summarising) 
 
Prawn Pizza 
(retrieval) 
 
The iron man 
(word choice) 

The 
selfish 
giant 
(mixed 
skills) 

The ice 
palace 
(inference) 
 
A house of 
snow and 
Ice (retrieval) 
 
The 
heavenly 
river 
(Chinese 
myths and 
legends) 
(inference) 
 
New Year 
celebrations 
(comparison) 

Night comes 
too soon 
(word 
meaning) 
 
Tom’s 
Midnight 
Garden 
(inference) 
 
The story of 
Tutankhamun 
(word 
meaning) 
 
 

Secrets of 
a sun king 
(mixed 
skills) 

The butterfly 
Lion (word 
choice) 
 
Wild animals 
to be 
banned from 
circuses in 
England by 
2020, says 
Government 
(retrieval) 
 
Alice’s 
Adventures 
in 
Wonderland 
(word 
meaning) 
 
The 
madhatters 
(inference) 
 

Stig of the 
Dump 
(extract 1) 
(inference) 
 
Stig of the 
dump 
(extract 2) 
(prediction) 
 
Norse 
mythology 
(retrieval) 
 

Discover 
the Vikings: 
Warriors, 
Exploration 
and Trade 
(mixed 
skills) 



5/6 
(Year 5 
planning) 

Dragonology (retrieval) 
 
How to train your 
dragon (comparison) 
 
Life in Tudor Britain 
(summarising) 
 
Love letter from Mary 
Tudor to Her husband, 
Philip of Spain (word 
meaning) 
 
 

The house with 
chicken legs 
(inference) 
 
The wizards of 
once (prediction) 
 
The polar bear 
explorer’ club 
(inference) 
 
 
 

A boy 
called 
Christmas 
(mixed 
skills) 
 

The wolf 
wilder 
(retrieval) 
 
The wolves 
of 
Willoughby 
Chase (word 
meaning) 
 
Whale boy 
(word 
choice) 
 
Seaworld 
decides to 
stop killer 
whale 
breeding 
program 
(relationship) 

Beetle boy 
(summarising) 
 
Beetle boy: 
the Beetle 
Collector’s 
Handbook 
(word 
meaning) 
 
The Boy at 
the back of 
the class 
(inference) 

Who are 
refugee 
and 
migrant? 
And other 
big 
questions 
(mixed 
skills) 

The Jamie 
Drake 
Equation 
(retrieval) 
 
Once upon a 
star (word 
meaning) 
 
Harry 
Houdini 
(retrieval) 
 
The 
nowhere 
emporium 
(inference) 

Plague! 
(retrieval) 
 
The island 
at the end 
of 
everything 
(inference) 
 
The London 
eye 
mystery 
(inference) 

The last 
chance 
hotel (mixed 
skills) 

 
 

Teaching sequence for Complete comprehension: 
 
Monday-Get ready 

• Introduce key vocabulary for your text. 
• Use vocabulary discussion questions to explore words in context, looking at synonyms and antonyms. 
• Use get ready questions to explore children’s exiting knowledge of genre/subject 

 
Tuesday-First steps 

• Read the comprehension text 
• First step questions  (explore the basic outline of the passage) 

 
Wednesday-Skills focus 

• Introduce skill focus using skills guide 
• Model the target skill (use modelling slides) 
• Practise the target skill (let’s try questions) 

 
 
 



Thursday –Practise (range of comprehension skills) 
• Mix it up! Questions 
• Recognise questions from different skill areas. 

 
Friday-Topic based guided reading 

• Explore vocabulary/texts linked to class topic (literacy shed is a good place to start for topic themed guided reading extracts). 
 

 
Progress checks-completed termly (except for year 1, complete x3 progress checks at the end of the year) 

• Work independently 
• Not timed  
• Provide a snap shot of pupils’ comprehension 


