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Diary of Events 

Tues 17th Sept  Local Governors Board meeting Kenn School 
6.00pm 

Fri 27th Sept Macmillan Coffee Morning Kenn School  
10.00—11.00am 

Fri 4th Oct Community Forum meeting  Kenn School 2.30-
3.30pm 

Tues 15th Oct Child Assault Prevention (CAP) training for Parents   

PLEASE COME TO WHICHEVER TRAINING SUITS YOU  

Kenn School  

6-7pm  

Weds 16th Oct  Child Assault Prevention (CAP) training for Parents   

PLEASE COME TO WHICHEVER TRAINING SUITS YOU  

Kenton School 

2.15-3.15pm  

Fri 18th Oct Harvest Festival Kenton School 

2.45-3.30pm  

Mon 21st—Fri 25th 
Oct 

Half Term Break  

Mon 28th Oct Non-pupil Day  

4th—6th Nov Child Assault Prevention workshops for children Kenn School  

Weds 20th Nov Governors Finance, Personnel and Premises Committee Kenton School 
6.00pm  

28th Nov Flu Vaccinations   

Tues 3rd Dec  Local Governors Board meeting Kenton School 
6.00pm 

Friday 20th Dec Last day of Autumn Term—break for Christmas   

 

-This year, we are aiming to reduce the amount of emails being sent home. Therefore, we have 
taken the decision to put more information on our website and in our newsletters. Please ensure 
that you check the website regularly and keep up to date with this fortnightly newsletter.   

 

-Polite reminder NO dogs on the school field please. Dog mess in our field gets onto children and then 
comes into school where children sit on the carpets.  

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning  Friday 27th September—Kenn School  
10.00—11.00am—Donations of cakes please to the school office.  

 

Can you help?  

- If you are able to help in school whether that be tidying our library, 
joining our parent group to weed the allotment, hearing readers or being 
able to volunteer for trips this year then please do let us know. We are 
always in need of extra support so your offer will be greatly received.   

- Do you have spare gardening gloves? If you are able to donate any to 
school, please hand them in to the office. Thank you.  
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Lost Property 

Please check the lost property on a regular basis.  

Please name all items that come in to school—even 
snack pots!  

School uniform 

 

At the start of a new year, it is always lovely to see the children looking smart in their uniform, shoes 
and coats. If you are still planning on buying any uniform, here is a reminder of what children need to 
wear in school: 

 Dark grey pinafore dress, skirt, trousers or shorts 

 White polo shirt 

 Burgundy cardigan or sweatshirt  

 Grey, white or burgundy socks or tights 

 Black shoes or boots, flat or low heeled and not trainers 

 Summer dress— red & white check/stripe 

 White or plain closed toe sandals – to provide good and safe support at playtime. No crocs, at any 
time for safety reasons. 

 

PE kit includes the following items: 

 PE bag with name on it 

 House team colour T-shirt 

 Black shorts 

 Change of socks 

 Trainers for all children—no laces for Foundation Stage children 

 Track suit bottoms and sweater for outdoor wear  

 

Hair - Plain hair bands.  No party hair bands or fancy hair accessories,  including hair col-
our. 

Long hair to be tied back at all times 

Jewellery  - Watches and ear studs are permitted. No other jewellery permitted unless re-
lated to a specific need. 

NATIONAL CHANGE of DATE - May Day has been changed to 75 th Anniversary of VE day 

Hopefully you will all have heard the Government’s announcement in June that the May Day bank holiday will 

be combined with the 75 th anniversary of May Day in 2020 and the Bank Holiday at the start of May will now 

be on FRIDAY 8 th MAY 2020 and not on the preceding Monday. Please can you make this change in your 
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We need you!  

All  of the current officers of the Friends of Kenn PA are stepping down this September having been in 
role for 2 years.  

School Discos, Easter fayres, bake-offs, hat competitions, ice creams at the summer show.....all of these 
things create wonderful memories for your child's journey through primary school which they will look 
back on fondly in later life. It's these things that are so important to children. We need to replace all 
three roles so these things can still happen for the children ( unfortunately they won't otherwise).  

Being an officer for the Friends of Kenn Parent Association is really not hard. You can do as much or as 
little as you like and there are always a team of buddies to help out at the actual events ( which is inval-
uable).  

You meet a few times a year ( we choose to meet in the local pub) to chat about what you want to do and 
often have a great time with the other parents in a super social setting.   

As an added bonus, being an officer for a registered charity associated with a school is good for the CV 
if you are thinking of returning to work.  

We will all happily chat with you about what is needed ( as I've said, not too much at all!) and be on hand 
with tips/advice etc.  

Please either let the school office know if you're interested, come and chat with us at the school gate 
( officers are Justine Fitzgerald - Chair, Kate Frost - Vice Chair, Emma Lishman - Secretary and Lydia 
Browne - Treasurer). My email is justinefitzgerald@hotmail.co.uk and I'd be happy for you to contact 
me.  

Help to keep on creating those wonderful memories for your children and, as an added bonus, make a bit 
of money which can be used to provide exciting learning opportunities too!  

We look forward to hearing from you!   

Justine Fitzgerald - Chair of Friends of Kenn Parents Association.  

AGM meeting Seven Stars, Kennford Thursday 19th September at 8pm 

Behaviour and Safety 

We are very proud of all of the children at Kenn and feel that they all do an superb job at demonstrat-
ing our school values. As adults in school, we will continue to do everything we can to ensure that chil-
dren behave well and learn from their mistakes. This year, all staff have taken part in ‘Attachment 
Based Mentoring’ training.  It has been proven that children respond to and learn best from the adult 
that they have the strongest relationship to in school—usually their class teacher. As a result from this 
training, we ask that you: 

 Raise concerns directly with class teachers after school or arrange an appointment. These discus-
sions will be recorded on dialogue sheets to ensure that a clear and accurate picture is estab-
lished.  

 Continue to talk through issues with children in a balanced and two sided approach. 

 Remember, children are still learning how to control their emotions and impulses—they will make 
mistakes with their choices, just like they do with their reading and writing.  

One of our aims is to ensure that all children feel safe, secure and happy in school. We will always strive 
to help children learn and modify their behavior if it is not appropriate. Unfortunately, we have no magic 
wand to achieve this. The best results always come when school and home work together and listen to 
each other with a positive approach to help our children learn and develop as individuals and as a school 
community.  
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Bike to School Week 

Bike to School Week is a week-long celebration taking place between 23 and 27 September 

2019 and is a great way to jump-start active travel to school. 

The health and wellbeing benefits of children travelling actively to school are well-known, from im-

proved behaviour and concentration, to a stronger sense of independence. Please make sure that 

your child rides safely and always wears a cycle helmet. 

The School Field 

Over the summer Mr and Mrs Tetlow have been developing the outside area for the Reception and 
Key Stage 1 children on the bark chipping area at the side of the school field. This will be a lovely 
‘loose parts’ play area for the children, where they can work on their gross motor, construction and 
imaginative skills. 

 

Please could you remind the children that this equipment belongs to school and should only be used 
during school time under the supervision of school staff. Labels have been put on the equipment giv-
ing the same message. 

Allotment  

Have you seen all the wonderful produce that is growing  near the bottom of the playground?   

Our fantastic parent group have been battling away throughout the summer to create what is now an 
incredible allotment area full of the right kind of greenery! We have chard, spring onions, beetroot 
and even rhubarb growing there. Thank you to everyone that has created this area as we have now 
been able to hold a weekly gardening club. ………… a volunteer from the local allotment, has offered 
her time on a Monday after school to teach the children about the produce that we have growing 
there, cook using them and continue planting more.  

This week, Mrs Arrowsmith joined the club and found herself picking eggshells from compost, sieving 
out worms and planting beans! Each child went home with their very own potted rosemary plant too.  

We are lucky enough to still have places available at the club so if your child would like to sign up, 
please see Susie in the office.   
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Attendance – applying for an Authorised Absence in Term Time 

 

Please be aware that once a child reaches statutory school age (the term after they turn 5) you 
need to apply for an Authorised Absence in Term Time for all absences other than illness and 
medical appointments. The forms for this are available from the school office. Please read the 
conditions around the granting of these absences carefully as they need to be for exceptional 
circumstances.  

 

In all absences the following will be taken into consideration –  

The reason for the absence – these need to be deemed exceptional. 

The child’s attendance record – absences cannot be authorised if a child has an attendance 
rate below 95%. 

If the child has had any unauthorised absences in the last twelve months.  

 

All Headteachers are very limited in the absences that they are allowed to authorise. If it is 
something which is out of the family’s control we will try our best to authorise absences. To this 
end from the start of the autumn term 2019 all absence request forms will be followed up with a 
meeting with either Mrs Arrowsmith or Mrs Somerwill to clarify the circumstances around the 
absence request.  

 

If a child is absence without authorisation from the Headteacher all schools are required to    
report such absences to the Local Authority. Currently the Local Authority is following the   
prosecution route in all cases. 

Child Assault Prevention training 

 

The Child Assault Prevention project (CAP) is an international charity aimed at empowering chil-
dren to know safe and unsafe situations and what they should do if they feel unsafe. They start-
ed coming in to work with children at Kenn Primary School three years ago and the children really 
benefit from the role play and puppets used to deal with the important themes discussed.  

Please try to come along to the parent meeting at 6.00pm-7.00pm Tuesday 15th October at 
Kenn Primary OR 2.15pm-3.15pm Wednesday 16th October at Kenton Primary to find out 
what your children will be learning and how you can support them in this area.   

  

Community Forum – 2.30pm Friday 4th October Kenn Primary School 

 

Our Community Forum meets each half-term. This group of parents and community members brings  
forward the thoughts of parents and the local community and acts as a sounding-board for Governor 
and school developments. The group’s discussions have also focused on what makes Kenn Primary unique 
and in maintaining this uniqueness into the future. Minutes from this group are posted on the school’s 
website once agreed by Community Forum members. The group continues to seek new members to      
reflect the whole school community. Please let Mrs Somerwill know if you are interested in being a     
representative. 

mailto:admin@kenn-primary.devon.sch.uk


 

Email: admin@kennandkenton.devon.sch.uk 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2019  

Half-term 21st—25th October  

28th October Non-pupil day 

Autumn Term ends Friday 20th December 

 

SPRING TERM 2020 begins Monday 6th January 

Half-term 17th—21st February 

Spring term ends on Friday 27th March 

 

SUMMER TERM 2020 begins Tuesday 1 4th April 

May Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 

Half-term 25th to 29th May 

Summer Term Ends Friday 17th July 

EXETER FOODBANK  

URGENT (LESS THAN 2 WEEKS STOCK) 

 MEAT - TINS 

 SPONGE PUDDINGS 

 

TOP PRIORITY (LESS THAN 6 WEEKS' 
STOCK) 

 MILK – 1L UHT SEMI-SKIMMED 

 VEGETABLES – TINS (EG SWEETCORN/PEAS/
CARROTS) 

 POTATOES - TINS/INSTANT 

 SQUASH/CORDIAL 

 CUSTARD - TINS/CARTONS 

 JAMS AND SPREADS 

 RICE PUDDING - TINS 

 BISCUITS 

 NOODLE / PASTA SNACKS 
FRUIT - TINS 
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